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K R I V I N A

Director’s Statement 

During my film studies, I wanted to make a film that could capture a feeling 
of loss, coupled with the inability to move on with one’s life. This was a 
feeling that resonated with me and many other people who emigrated to 
the West from former Yugoslavia as a result of the war.

Krivina became that film. The film faced many challenges, particularly 
since I had very modest means at my disposal. The film was shaped by a 
process that was anything but standard; instead it was a careful negotiation 
between improvised elements and narrative building based on my traveling 
and absorbing the varied histories of the places I visited in Bosnia, 
including places where I had spent time as a child before the war. It was 
also informed by Canadian experiences: when I returned to Toronto, I 
continued to explore the traumas that the immigration process itself carries, 
especially in cases where the migration was triggered by violence in one’s 
homeland. 

To classify Krivina as a diaspora film would be to describe it too narrowly, 
and to confine it within a definition that can be easily misappropriated. 
Krivina is primarily a film about trauma, or more specifically, memories of 
trauma.  These memories vary, from memories of the Yugoslav wars and 
the crimes witnessed and committed in those wars, to the traumas of 
immigration and alienation, and the traumas of remembering and not 
remembering. These all serve to create a more complete picture of troubled 
lives: of Miro’s amnesia-like present, of Dado’s competing narratives, of 
Drago’s (Jasmin Geljo) immigration traumas, and of the collective traumas 
of the bus crash survivors in the Bosnian countryside.  

- Igor Drljača
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Igor Drljača

Born in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Igor Drljača moved to Canada 
in 1993 with his family because of the war. He completed his Master’s in 
Film Production at York University’s graduate program in 2011. His 2010 
short film, Woman in Purple was made as part of the Sarajevo City of Film 
Grant, and has screened at dozens of international festivals, including 
Telluride Film Festival, Tampere Film Festival, Palm Springs Shortfest, and 
Sarajevo FF. 
While primarily a fiction filmmaker, he continues to explore new territories 
through hybrid and non-fiction work. The Fuse: Or How I Burned Simon 
Bolivar is his first non-fiction film, and has since been chosen as one of 
Canada’s Top Ten short films of 2011. It has screened at various festivals 
including; Toronto IFF, SXSW, Melbourne IFF, Cinema du Reel, Los 
Angeles FF, Sarajevo FF, and Era New Horizons FF. 
Krivina marks his feature film debut, and will premiere at 2012 Toronto 
International Film Festival.
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An   immigrant   from   former   yugoslavia   embarks   on   a   trip   to   
find   an   old   friend   he   has   not   seen   since   the   1990’s   war.

Synopsis

Miro, an immigrant from the former Yugoslavia lives in Toronto. When he 
finds out that his pre-war friend Dado, who has been missing for almost two 
decades, is now wanted for war-era crimes, his life starts to unravel. Upon 
hearing that Dado still visits a village on the outskirts of Sarajevo, Miro 
embarks on a trip back to Bosnia to find his friend. 
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Cast: 
Goran Slavković

Jasmin Geljo
Edis Livnjak
Minela Jašar

Nebojša Mijatović
Petar Mijatović

Jelena Mijatović
Milkan Đurovic

Bogdanka Vujadinović
Erica Leung  

Director / Producer / Writer.......................................................... Igor Drljača
Co-Producer..................................................................................Albert Shin
Cinematography................................................................Roland Echavarria
Sound Recording.....................Damir Drljača, Simone Rapisarda-Casanova  
Sound Designer and Sound Mixer...........................................Matthew Chan
Editors.......................................................................Igor Drljača, Albert Shin
Original Music.........................................................................Bojan Bodružić

Country: Bosnia and Herzegovina / Canada
Year: 2012
Running Time: 70 min
Projection Format: HDCAM / Dolby E

Production Company: TimeLapse Pictures
Canadian Distributor: College Street Pictures

Contact: 
Igor Drljača

igor@timelapsepictures.ca
+1 416 918 7970
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